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Introduction
Treaties are a product of governments. Treaty scrutiny 
is usually done by state-level parliaments even though 
implementing treaties may be done at a sub-state level 
by governments, parliaments or local authorities.

In the UK Parliament, most treaties go through a process 
known as “CRaG” - the Constitutional Reform and 
Governance Act 2010.

Explore this universe

    Read our full article at 
    research.senedd.wales

In November, the Senedd contributed 
to the UK Parliament’s latest treaty 
inquiry.

    Read the
    evidence

    Watch the
    session

The process: T-minus 21 days for scrutiny

CRaG gives the UK 
Parliament an initial 
21-day period to object 
to a treaty.
If there is no objection, 
the UK Government 
can ratify the treaty.  

Treaties at the Senedd 
In 2019, the Senedd became the first devolved parliament to 
establish a dedicated treaty process to consider the impact 
on Wales.

Treaty implementation can fall within Senedd competence, 
place duties on Welsh Ministers and fall on Welsh public 
bodies to deliver. They can also require changes to Welsh 
legislation.

Small steps and giant leaps
The process has already secured 
early wins for parliamentary scrutiny. 
It has:

 ■ Obtained information from the 
Welsh Government which would 
not otherwise be provided to 
the Senedd, including for live 
committee inquiries.

 ■ Ensured this information is in the 
public domain.

 ■ Enhanced the Senedd’s 
understanding of the devolved 
implications of international 
obligations.

 ■ Notified the International 
Agreements Committee of 
conflicting accounts of devolved 
involvement from the Welsh and 
UK governments.

 ■ Identified where devolution 
information is missing from treaty 
documents.

 ■ Secured a commitment from 
the Welsh Government to make 
it clear when UK Bills subject to 
Senedd consent intersect with 
international obligations, and to 
provide more information.

As the Senedd boldly goes where no devolved parliament has gone before, 
support for devolved involvement has gained ground.

Early results have shone a light on the operation and impact of treaties in Wales, 
and on the importance of parliamentary scrutiny of international matters.


