
Background

▪ Since the History of Parliament Trust was formally
established in 1940 it has published thousands of biographies
of MPs who sat between 1386 and 1832. In 2011 the Trust
embarked on an oral history project in collaboration with the
British Library to create a sound archive of former MPs, most
of whom served during the twentieth century.

▪ After a two year hiatus due to Covid-19, we are delighted that
2022 has seen our cohort of volunteer interviewers back in
the field recording in-person interviews. Ten interviews have
been completed and another nine are underway.

▪ Download a QR reader onto your phone to listen to a selection
of audio clips from some of our recent interviews. We have
chosen clips that resonate with the events of 2022. This small
selection demonstrates the versatility, range and depth of the
material collected in this project, and the project’s potential as
a resource for future historians.
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“In the news”
Highlights from our 2022 oral history interviews

The interview process

▪ The project captures life story interviews which explore many
aspects of a politician’s life, not just their time as a parliamentarian.

▪ These longer, free-flowing discussions cover upbringing,
education and life outside politics, contributing to broader studies
of British social history.

▪ Interviewees often share more detailed and nuanced reflections
compared to those they might offer in a standard media interview.

The Political Lives of Postwar British MPs (2020), ed. Emma Peplow &
Priscila Pivatto, is our collection of extracts from the archive. Published in
paperback in February 2022, it is available at the discounted price of £20.29
(RRP £28.99) from Bloomsbury.

Scan these QR codes to sample sound clips from the collection

Robert Jackson (MP for 
Wantage, 1983-2005) on 
tuning into the radio 
broadcast of the Queen’s 
coronation as a 
schoolboy in Africa.

Michael Morris, Lord 
Naseby (MP for 
Northampton South, 1974-
97) on being drawn into 
the 1975 Conservative 
leadership contest 
almost as soon as he 
entered Parliament.

Dudley Fishburn’s (MP 
for Kensington, 1988-
97) abiding memory of 
the 1922 committee

Lynda Waltho (MP for 
Stourbridge, 2005-2010) 
on serving on the 
Privileges Committee 
after 1997 and
trying to modernise 
Parliament 

Dennis Canavan’s (MP 
for Falkirk West, 1974-
2000) sorrow about 
missing out on
family life

David Hunt, Lord Hunt of 
Wirral (MP for Wirral 
West, 1976-97) on 
standards in public life.
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Interested in getting involved? 
The History of Parliament Trust is 
always keen to hear from 
prospective volunteers. Why not join 
us at our next online ‘listening’ 
seminar on 08/03/2023 (5-6pm) to 
hear what our volunteers get up to? 
Email Dr Emmeline Ledgerwood at 
eledgerwood@histparl.ac.uk for 
more information. 

Scan here to view transcriptions 
of the sound clips: 
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